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Letter from the Chair of the Board
It is my privilege, on behalf of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation (“the Foundation”)
Board of Directors, to present this Annual Report.
This year the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation membership elected a new Board of
Directors. On behalf of the new Board, I would like to thank outgoing directors, Pauline
Terbasket, Dan Smith, Anne Drozd, Katherine Gordon, Peter Heap, Russell Mark and Lynda
Price for their time, work and commitment toward the revitalization of British Columbia’s
First Nations languages and cultures.
I also want to congratulate our FirstVoices team and their community partners on their
success in making major technological breakthroughs that are infusing Indigenous languages
into our daily lives. FirstVoices, our flagship program and suite of technologies that archive
and teach Indigenous languages, released groundbreaking new solutions this year to further
integrate these languages into the communications technologies that we now use on a
daily basis.
Over the past five years, the Foundation has also contributed to pre-school Language Nests
across the Province. This program has seen hundreds of children go through language
immersion under the guidance of their Elders and committed Language Champions.
Our languages are threatened with extinction and we cannot ensure their survival if we do
not do more and do it now. The loss of languages means not just the loss of words, but the
loss of thousands of years of accumulated knowledge, wisdom, cultural nuances, rituals,
customs and spirituality. While there is an infrastructure of teachers, learners, community
organizers and Language Champions willing do the work necessary, the resources to conduct
the work are simply not there.
British Columbia is already home to language revitalization projects celebrated and emulated
the world over. We are optimistic that this can be the generation that reverses the loss of
Indigenous languages in B.C.
We are grateful for the contributions of our supporters. Thank you. Your generosity makes
this vital work possible.
Sincerely,

John Elliott
Board Chair

You can help the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation save B.C. First Nations languages, with
all the inherent knowledge, beauty and culture within them.
Please donate online at www.fpcf.ca

About the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is a non-profit society and registered charity
established in 2000 to preserve British Columbia’s 34 First Nations languages and
59 dialects, as well as the cultural and artistic practices that are unique to B.C.
It was originally created to enable the First Peoples’ Cultural Council to access potential
funding sources previously only open to non-profit societies. Recent amendments to its
constitution have broadened the scope of the Foundation so that it can more effectively
fundraise and partner with other organizations dedicated to Aboriginal culture and
languages.
This is the current situation for Indigenous languages in British Columbia:
•
•
•
•

60% of Canada’s Indigenous languages are found in B.C.
3 languages have no remaining speakers
8 are critically endangered
22 are nearly extinct
Source: 2010 Report on the Status of B.C. First Nations Languages, First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and
Culture Council

Our Mission
The mission of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is to inspire and empower First
Nations to revitalize and enhance their languages, arts and cultures.

Our Goals
•
•

•
•
•

Generate financial support and resources for language, art and cultural programs for
British Columbia First Nations communities
Create awareness of the rich and diverse languages of the First Nations of British
Columbia; the wisdom, knowledge and culture they express, and their contribution to
our collective heritage as British Columbians and Canadians
Address social issues by recognizing that a strong cultural identity is fundamental to the
health of individuals and communities
Foster sense of commitment among philanthropic organizations to invest locally in
British Columbia First Nations arts, languages and cultures
Facilitate opportunities for First Nations individuals, groups and communities to direct
and invest in the revitalization of traditional art forms and preservation of First Nations
languages and cultures

Key Partners
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The First Peoples’ Cultural Council – provides administrative services and office space
for the Foundation
New Relationship Trust
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation
Ministry of Children and Family Development
First Nations Technology Council
BC Arts Council
Department of Canadian Heritage

Governance of the First Peoples’ Cultural
Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is a transparent and accountable organization.
Annual audited statements are available to the public. The current Board of Directors
was elected at the 2010/11 Annual General Meeting, with the mandate to establish a
skills-based board and create a sustainable fundraising strategy.

STOLȻEȽ, John Elliott, Chair
John is an influential member of the Tsartlip First Nation
in Saanich on Vancouver Island. His dedication to the
revitalization of First Nations languages was inspired by
the earlier work of his father, David Elliott, to preserve
the SENĆOŦEN language. John has been a teacher at the
ȽÁU, WELṈEW̱ Tribal School for the past 38 years. He
also teaches evening language and culture course through
the University of Victoria and Camosun College. He is
currently Chairman of the Saanich Native Heritage
Society and Co-Chair of the First Nations Steering
Committee Subcommittee on Aboriginal Languages. He
held the position of Official Observer on the First
Peoples’ Cultural Council board for six years. In 1999 he
co-founded FirstVoices, a web-based Aboriginal language
archive. In 2009 Mr. Elliott received an honorary PhD in
from Maharishi University of Management in Iowa.

Mandy Na’zinek Jimmie,
B.Ed., MA Vice Chair
Mandy is a member of Nłeʔkepmxcín First Nation in the
Nicola Valley, near Merritt. She is a Language Champion and
has been dedicated to language revitalization for over 26
years. She obtained her Masters (Linguistics), from the
University of B.C. in 1994 and is the Language Coordinator
at the Nicola Valley Institute of Technology (NVIT). In this
role she has successfully implemented the Developmental
Standard Term Certificate program in partnership with
Thompson Rivers University. She has worked with nine
linguistic groups to develop 20 different language courses.
Ms. Jimmie also acts as a language advisor to the Nicola
Tribal Association and is a member of the local school
district’s First Nations Education Council, advocating for
young language learners, from kindergarten to the postsecondary level.

Herbert Morven, Secretary
Herbert is a member of the Nisga’a Nation of the Nass
Valley. As a highly respected Elder and fluent speaker of
the Nisga’a language, he is relied upon for his wisdom and
traditional knowledge in his role as a cultural expert in his
community. He has served as a Chairperson for the Nisga’a
Lisims Government and as a Deputy Chief Councillor for his
Nation, where he participated in negotiations at provincial
and federal levels. He also served on the Board of School
Trustees for School District 92 Nisga’a. His earlier career
was in forestry, but more recently he has been employed by
Nisga’a Elementary-Secondary School as Elder in Residence,
refining Nisga’a terminology and ensuring a deep-rooted
understanding of the language. Mr. Morven served on the
First Peoples’ Cultural Council Board of Directors from 2006
to 2012.

Tracey Herbert, B.F.A., Treasurer
Tracey is a member of St’uxwtews First Nation, Bonaparte
Band, in Cache Creek. Tracey has 24 years’ experience in the
administration of First Nations community programs in
British Columbia. Since 2003, she has been the Executive
Director of the First Peoples’ Cultural Council, a Crown
agency with the mandate to revitalize First Nations
language, arts and cultures in B.C. Tracey has also been a
consultant on CIDA (Canadian International Development
Agency) projects in Africa and China. Her previous work was
as a Strategic Planner at Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada, and a Community Health Officer at the First
Nations and Inuit Health Branch. Ms. Herbert has also
served as Band Councillor for the Bonaparte Band.

Funding Programs
FirstVoices
The Foundation’s flagship program, FirstVoices, is an internationally recognized suite of
online and mobile app-based language archiving and learning tools. Language communities
receive training and technical support to develop and manage their own language and culture
archives and resources. FirstVoices is administered by the First Peoples’ Culture Council.
FirstVoices currently has 35 B.C. First Nations language and dialect archives in various
stages of development, including two new archives added this year. FirstVoices also houses
35 archives for languages outside the province of B.C., including new archives for two
Australian languages.
The Foundation, through contributions from its generous funders, financed several
FirstVoices projects this year.

The FirstVoices Language Lab
This innovative, online, language-teaching software is delivered on the Apple iPad platform.
Its courseware and content were created in collaboration with two provincial governments,
eight Aboriginal communities and four school districts. The FirstVoices Language Lab will be
used in schools across the Province to instill First Nations languages in our youth.
Funding from the Department of Canadian Heritage’s Canada Interactive Fund (CIF), and
the First Nations Technology Council supported the development of the FirstVoices
Language Lab.
Funded by:

Department of Canadian Heritage (CIF)
First Nations Technology Council

$415,700
$25,000

In addition to the development of the courseware at the heart of the FirstVoices Language
Lab, the funding provided training and support for lesson development for the following
First Nations languages:
FirstVoices Grant Recipients 2011/12

SENĆOŦEN (Saanich)

$20,000

Lil’wat (Mt. Currie)

$20,000

Sliammon (Powell River)

$20,000

Halq’emeylem (Chilliwack)

$20,000

Splatsin (Enderby)

$20,000

Nak’azdli (Fort St. James)

$20,000

Mi’kmaw* (New Brunswick)

$25,000

Maliseet* (New Brunswick)

$25,000
TOTAL

$170,000

* Two languages from New Brunswick were included in this project to fulfill French
language requirement of Department of Canadian Heritage – Canada Interactive Fund.

FirstVoices Chat
FirstVoices Chat was developed in response to First Nations youth who want to communicate
via social media in their own languages. This groundbreaking mobile app allows people to
compose and send text messages in the unique characters of their own Indigenous languages
of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the United States are built into the app.
First Nations Technology Council supported the development of the keypad and chat app.
Research and development of the custom keypad prototype was funded by a grant from the
Department of Canadian Heritage’s Aboriginal Languages Initiative (ALI) in the previous
fiscal year.
Funded by:

First Nations Technology Council
Department of Canadian Heritage (ALI)

$30,000
$9,000

SENĆOŦEN Documentation Project
Funding from the Victoria Foundation allowed the SENĆOŦEN language community to
develop a new, comprehensive database of everyday language to foster and encourage the use
of SENĆOŦEN in every situation.
The Victoria Foundation granted $15,000 for this project. Please note that the original
funding was delivered in 2010/11, but the project was deferred until fiscal 2011/12.
Funded by:

The Victoria Foundation

$15,000

Pre-school Language Nests
The Foundation continues to fund Pre-school Language Nests administered through the First
Peoples’ Cultural Council.
In Language Nests, children aged 0-5 years old and their parents are immersed in their
language and culture in an environment that encourages healthy families and building strong
intergenerational ties. Community resource people participate as language and culture
experts, and Language Nest teachers are wither fluent speakers or are in the process of
becoming fluent speakers of their languages. In addition, Language Nests create
opportunities for young parents to learn the language and bring it back into their homes and
daily lives.
The program’s success is built on the principles that young children learn language more
naturally than any other age group and that immersion is the most effective way to create
fluent speakers. The goal of the project is to create a new generation of fluent speakers.
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation dedicated $100,000 to Language Nests this year,
which went to the following organizations:
Chief Atahm School

Secwepemctsin

$14,339.09

Chemainus First Nation

Hul’q’umi’num’

$8,297.09

Xeni Gwet'in First Nation

Tsilhqot'in

$7,409.09

Lower Nicola Indian Band
Qaqauailas Language Nest

Nłeʔkepmxcín

$8,409.09

(Heiltsuk Tribal Council)

Hailhzaqvla

$9,909.09

Seabird Island Band

Upriver Halq'eméylem

$9,909.09

Nunwakola Cultural Society

Kwak̓wala

$12,000.09

Okanagan Indian Band

Nsyilxcən

$9,909.09

Tl’etinqox-T’in Government

Tsihqot'in

$9,909.09

Gitwangak Education Society

Gitsenimx̱

$9,909.09

Funding was also provided to Language Nests through the First Peoples’ Cultural Council
from the Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliations ($18,000) and the New
Relationship Trust ($100,000).

Trust Fund Initiatives
In 2007, the Foundation established an Early Childhood Development Language Resources
Fund through a $2 million grant from the Province of British Columbia Ministry of Children
and Family Development. The Foundation committed $100,000 a year over three years
toward Language Nests for pre-school children and their parents to become fluent in their
traditional languages. The program was very successful and the commitment was renewed in
2010/11 for another three years.

Foundation Investment Policy
The Foundation has engaged Phillips Hagar North as its investment advisor, which has
reported to the Board that the Foundation’s investments are currently being held in secure
funds. The funds have generated interest income during the past fiscal year and have not
been subject to the impacts of the recent worldwide investment downturn.
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