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Letter from the Chair of the Board
I am pleased to present this Annual Report on behalf of the First Peoples’ Cultural
Foundation (“the Foundation”) Board of Directors. We are proud to have been a part
of the advancements made by B.C. First Nations to revitalize and preserve the many
diverse First Nations languages and cultures in British Columbia, but much more work
remains to be done.
The Foundation was originally created to enable the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and
Culture Council (“the Council”) to access potential funding only open to non-profit societies.
Over the past 10 years, our role has expanded and the Foundation collaborated with the
Council in the development of FirstVoices, an innovative suite of high-tech tools and services
that document and teach our languages.
We have achieved much in our last decade of work, but The 2010 Report on the Status of
B.C. First Nations Languages released by the First Peoples’ Council reveals that B.C.’s First
Nations languages are in crisis. The report shows that most fluent speakers of the 34 First
Nations languages and 61 dialects across the province are well over the age of 65 and are
passing on without new, young speakers to take their place. While all languages are at risk,
eight in particular are severely endangered and 22 are on the brink of extinction. Data in the
report indicates that without immediate action and investment, most of our languages will be
gone within five years.
Although the results of the 2010 Report on the Status of B.C. First Nations Languages are
alarming, they remind us that there are hundreds of communities across the Province with
the knowledge, skills and determination to see their languages prosper. We must work with
them to help teach and preserve their languages now. This makes our efforts to turn the tides
in this language crisis especially urgent.
I want to thank our supporters for their generosity. Your contributions are making a
difference. Please read on to learn more about the programs funded by the Foundation and
the languages and communities that benefit from them.
Sincerely,

Pauline Terbasket
Chair

If you would like to help, please donate online at www.fpcf.ca to help us preserve and
revitalize First Nations languages in British Columbia. Your funding will allow us to carry on
and expand the innovative work coming from FirstVoices and let us open more Language
Nests in more communities.

About the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is a non-profit society established in 2000 to
preserve British Columbia’s 34 First Nations languages and 61 dialects, as well as the
cultural and artistic practices that are unique to B.C.
Originally created to enable the First Peoples’ Cultural Council to access potential funding
sources previously only open to non-profit societies, recent amendments to its constitution
have broadened the scope of the Foundation so that it can more effectively fundraise and
partner with other organizations dedicated to Aboriginal culture and languages.
This is the current situation for Indigenous languages in British Columbia:
•
•
•
•

60% of Canada’s Indigenous languages are found in B.C.
3 languages have no remaining speakers
8 are critically endangered (spoken only be a few Elders and a declining number of
adults and children)
22 are nearly extinct (spoken only by a finite number of Elders)
Source: 2010 Report on the Status of B.C. First Nations Languages, First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and
Culture Council

Mission Statement
Culture and Language: A Race Against Time to Avoid Extinction
A strong culture and language are fundamental to a strong identity. They are vital for
the promotion of tolerance, understanding and good relations. They support the dignity
and aspirations of peoples and individuals. For the First Peoples of British Columbia,
language is the foundation for oral stories to relay their history and the traditional laws
and practices that are written on the hearts of their children.
For all these reasons and more, promotion and preservation of the rich and diverse
languages of the First Peoples of British Columbia, and the heritage and culture they
represent, are important to all Canadians. But the number of speakers is diminishing yearly,
and many First Peoples’ languages in British Columbia are at risk of extinction.
We are engaged in a race against time to ensure those languages form a vibrant, living part of
British Columbia’s future. The primary mission of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is
to increase public awareness of this challenge and to raise resources to support First Peoples’
languages, heritage and culture, before it’s too late.

Purpose of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
The Foundation solicits charitable donations to:
•
•
•

Preserve and enhance Aboriginal heritage, language, arts and culture
Increase understanding and sharing of Aboriginal knowledge
Heighten the appreciation and acceptance of the wealth of Aboriginal cultural diversity

Key Partners
•
•
•
•
•
•

The First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council – provides administrative
services and office space for the Foundation
New Relationship Trust
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation
Ministry of Children and Family Development
First Nations Technology Council
BC Arts Council

Governance of the First Peoples’ Cultural
Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is governed by a seven-member Board of
Directors. The Foundation is a transparent, accountable and results-based organization.
Annual audited statements are available to the public.

Board of Directors
Pauline E. Terbasket, Chair
Dan Smith, Vice Chair
F. Anne Drozd, FCA, Treasurer
Katherine Gordon, Secretary
Peter Heap, PhD
Russell T. Mark, CA
Lynda Price

Funding Programs
FirstVoices
The Foundation’s flagship program, FirstVoices, is an internationally recognized
online language archive and learning tool. It allows language communities to develop
and manage their own language and culture archives and resources. FirstVoices is
administered by the First Peoples’ Culture Council. FirstVoices currently has 41 B.C.
First Nations language archives in various stages of development, including the
frameworks to build five new archives, added this year. FirstVoices also houses 22
language archives for languages outside the province of B.C.
The following are FirstVoices projects funded by the Foundation this year:
Mobile Aboriginal Language Keypad Project for the iPhone / i Pad / i Pod Touch
Funded by the Department of Canadian Heritage’s Aboriginal Languages Initiative (ALI),
this project developed prototype keypad software that will enable the input of Canadian First
Nations language text within custom software applications on the Apple iPod, iPad and
iPhone. With further development, this unique software will meet the desire of First Nations
youth to use their languages to text and chat on their mobile devices and will support the
preservation and promotion of Aboriginal languages for future generations.
As part of this project, FirstVoices worked with its SENĆOŦEN and Halq'eméylem
communities to develop prototype FirstVoices mobile apps so the communities can transfer
content from their FirstVoices archive onto an iPod, iPad and iPhone. With this app, users
can look up words and phrases in their language or in English, hear the word spoken and see
a definition. The app also allows full customizability – users can record themselves or
someone else pronouncing a word or phrase for each entry and even input their own photos.
Funding

The Department of Canadian Heritage dedicated $9,000 to the development of the prototype
keypad technology and apps. Subsequent funding will flow through the First Nations
Technology Council.
The First Nations Dictionary Digitization and Online Dissemination Project
This project converted two existing First Nations dictionaries into a digital format that could
be uploaded to the FirstVoices online database.
Funding

The Department of Canadian Heritage provided $26,000 in community grants.
Communities Funded:

Sechelt First Nation (she shashishalhem) – $16,000 for on-site training and the
digitization of a 5,658-word dictionary
Nak’azdli (Carrier) – $10,000 for refresher training and the digitization of a
4,727-word dictionary

Pre-School Language Nests
The Foundation continues to fund Pre-School Language Nests administered through the
First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council.
Pre-school Language Nests are nurturing childcare environments designed to create
fluency in young children through language immersion. The children learn and play in
an environment where only their traditional language is spoken. Parents are involved in
the Language Nests as well, which strengthens the use of the language in the home.
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation dedicated $100,000 to Language Nests this year,
which went to the following organizations:
Seabird Island First Nation

Halq’emeylem

$15,000

Nunwakola Cultural Society

Kwakwala

$19,000

Lake Babine First Nation

Nedut'en

$22,000

Tl'etinqox-T'in Government

Tsihqot'in

$22,000

Gitwangak Education Society

Gitksan

$22,000

Aboriginal Arts Development Awards
This year, the Foundation received a special grant of $465,000 from the BC Arts
Council to be held in trust and disbursed for the Aboriginal Arts Development Awards,
directed by the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council. This was done to
protect the BC Arts Council’s commitment to First Nations arts in a time of funding
cuts. Of the total funds, $405,000 was disbursed through grants to Aboriginal artists,
arts organizations and administrators selected by a peer review process, and $60,000
was used for program delivery, including adjudication, outreach and program
development.
Grants were disbursed through four programs:
Individual Artists – supports the creative and professional development of emerging
Aboriginal artists working in any artistic discipline
•
•
•
•
•

Clara Jack (Carrier), of Nak’azdli/Fort St. James, was awarded $5,000 to learn and
document the process of brain tanning moose hide
William Quinn (Cree), of Vancouver, was awarded $35,000 to create a new series of
photographic collage works, under the mentorship of Loretta Todd and Judy Chartrand
Dustin Steeves (T'it'q'et), of Lillooet, was awarded $5,000 to work on a book about the
1971 wildfire that destroyed the T'it'q'et reserve, and the community’s re-building
Angela Sterritt (Gitxsan), of Vancouver, was awarded $5,000 to study advanced
formline design and technique with master painter Lawrence Paul
Carol Ann Young (Nisga’a/Haida), of Prince Rupert, was awarded $5,000 to develop her
Chilkat weaving skills, working with mentor William White
Total: 17 individual projects funded for a total of $81,000

Sharing Traditional Arts Across Generations – supports the transmission of traditional
artistic practices from one generation to another, often through a mentorship program or
other form of training
•
•
•
•
•

Dorothy Pewi Alfred (Namgis – Kwakwaka’wakw), of Alert Bay, was awarded $10,000
to teach Kwakwaka’wakw students songs from two specific ceremonies
Lake Babine Nation Youth Regalia Project (Carrier), was awarded $12,000 to teach
traditional regalia making in the Carrier language
Charles Lucas (Hesquiaht – Nuu Chah Nulth), of Hot Springs Cove, was awarded
$12,000 to instruct and guide students in the building of a traditional dugout canoe
Tellqelmucw Secwepemc Heritage Society (Tellqelmulcw – Secwepemc), of Barriere,
was awarded $12,000 to train storytellers in the Secwepemc language
Youth Helping Youth Mentorship program (Gitxsan & Wet’suwet’en) in Hazelton, was
awarded $12,000 to host a weir making project
Total: 16 sharing traditional arts across generations projects funded for a total of
$169,000. The Foundation disbursed $94,000 of the BC Arts Council funds for this
while the New Relationship Trust funded $75,000.

Organizations – supports either the capacity development of an arts organization, a specific
project that the organization would not be able to undertake otherwise, or a combination of
both options
•
•

•

•

The Okanagan Nation Alliance (Syilx), in Westbank, was awarded $10,000 to have a
team of emerging Syilx artists produce a short film about the Salmon
Youth Helping Youth Mentorship Program (Gitxsan & Wet’suwet’en), in Hazelton, was
awarded $35,000 to provide training and support to emerging artists and to build
organizational capacity
Saanich Native Support Program (WSÁNEĆ), in Saanichton, was awarded $22,925 to
build capacity to organize community arts and culture development through a series of
workshops
Kamal Wi (Lil’wat), in Mission, was awarded $10,000 to record 10 contemporary songs
based on fusion of traditional Lil’wat music and world beat sounds
Total: Ten organizations projects were funded $133,740

Aboriginal Arts Administrator and Cultural Manager Internships Program – helps place
an aspiring arts administrator in an internship position with an established organization in a
mentorship program
•

•

•

$25,000 was awarded to an internship for Suzan Kostiuck, in Duncan, to develop her
administrative skills and network, with the support of mentor Rose Spahan and the
Cowichan Valley Arts Council
$30,000 was awarded to an internship for Tanis Grandbois, in Mount Currie, to develop
her administration and management skills by providing opportunities for artists
through both the Lilwat7ul and Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centres
$30,000 was awarded to an internship for Sandra Marks, in Masset, Haida Gwaii, to
develop arts and culture management skills by working with community based mentors
Lucy Bell and Patricia Moore
Total: Six arts administrator internship projects funded for a total of $171,260. The
Foundation disbursed $96,260 of the BC Arts Council’s funds for this project with the
remaining $75,000 coming from the New Relationship Trust.

Trust Fund Initiatives
In 2007, the Foundation established an Early Childhood Development Language Resources
Fund through a $2 million grant from the Province of British Columbia Ministry of Children
and Family Development. The Foundation committed $100,000 a year over three years
toward Language Nests for pre-school children and their parents to become fluent in their
traditional languages. The commitment was renewed this fiscal year so that this very
successful program can continue for another three years.

Foundation Investment Policy
The Foundation has engaged Phillips Hagar North as its investment advisor, which has
reported to the Board that the Foundation’s investments are currently being held in secure
funds. The funds have generated interest income during the past fiscal year and have not
been subject to the impacts of the recent worldwide investment downturn.
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