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Letter from the Chair of the Board
It is a pleasure to present the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation’s Annual Report
for the 2009/10 fiscal year on behalf of our Board of Directors. This report
highlights our work in support of the preservation and community-based
revitalization of First Nations arts, languages and cultures in British Columbia.
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation (the Foundation) saw much change and growth this
past year. The focus was on strengthening our governance, communication and fundraising
strategies as part of our long-term strategy to increase the Foundation’s secure capital base
and expand the scope of its activities.
With funding from the New Relationship Trust, we recruited a professional grant writer to
ensure that we are capable of securing as much funding as possible to support the
community-based language and culture work going on in B.C.
To support our new fundraising strategies, the Foundation developed an interim
communications plan. As part of this plan, we developed key messages and resources that
will help us connect with potential collaborators and funders.
Behind all these developments is an expanded Board of Directors. Anne Drozd, Katherine
Gordon, Peter Heap, Russel Mark and Lynda Price were elected to the Board at our Annual
General Meeting in September and I would like to publicly welcome them and thank the
entire Board for their hard work and service to date. Please see page three to five for photos
and brief biographies of the Board.
We also had a change in our executive director position. Tracey Herbert, our executive
director for many years stepped down in February and Ian Batey stepped in to take over the
role of interim executive director.
Just as the Foundation had a year of growth and change, so too did our flagship program,
FirstVoices. FirstVoices is known internationally for its language archiving tools, but this
year, FirstVoices also became a powerful teaching resource. With support from the
Department of Canadian Heritage, we developed the FirstVoices Language Tutor, a web
application that communities can use to make intuitive, online language lessons that can be
monitored by teachers, making it perfect for classroom use. The Language Tutor was a
finalist for the Viatec “Product of the Year Award.”
Eleven communities developed Language Tutor lessons this year and it will be available to all
communities using FirstVoices next year.
The Foundation also continued to support language nests this year in partnership with the
New Relationship Trust, the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council and the
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation. Language nests are crucial in the
creation of a new generation of young First Nations language speakers. In these programs,
young children are immersed in their language in a cultural child-care environment. The
Foundation is proud to continue its support of them.
Our organization has taken important strides this year and we are in a stronger position than
ever before. We look forward to using this momentum to expand our support for the
language and culture work done in British Columbia.
Sincerely,
Pauline Terbasket
Chair of the Board

About the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is a non-profit society established in 2000 to
preserve 32 First Nations languages and 59 dialects, as well as the cultural and
artistic practices that are unique to B.C.
Originally created to enable the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council (our
sister organization) to access potential funding sources only open to non-profit societies,
recent amendments to its constitution have broadened the scope of the Foundation so that it
can more effectively fundraise and partner with other organizations dedicated to Aboriginal
culture and languages.
This is the current situation for Indigenous languages in British Columbia:
•
•
•
•

60% of Canada’s Indigenous languages are found in B.C.
3 languages have no remaining speakers
8 are critically endangered
22 are nearly extinct
Source: 2010 Report on the Status of B.C. First Nations Languages, First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and
Culture Council

There is an urgent need to document Indigenous languages, cultural practices and art forms.
In five to six years, many Elders—the fluent speakers and keepers of these practices—will be
gone. However, young people are eager to learn and need help to preserve their culture.

Purpose of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
The Foundation solicits charitable donations to:
•
•
•

Preserve and enhance Aboriginal heritage, language, arts and culture
Increase understanding and sharing of Aboriginal knowledge
Heighten the appreciation and acceptance of the wealth of Aboriginal cultural diversity

Key Partners
•
•
•
•

The First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council – provides administrative
services and office space for the Foundation
New Relationship Trust
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation
Ministry of Children and Family Development

Governance of the First Peoples’ Cultural
Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is governed by a seven-member Board of
Directors. The Foundation is a transparent, accountable and results-based
organization. Annual audited statements are available to the public.
The current Board of Directors was elected in September 2009 at the 08/09 Annual General
Meeting with a mandate to grow the Foundation’s capacity to fulfill its mission and establish
stable governance and an operating structure for the future.
The Board members for fiscal 2009/10 were:
Pauline E. Terbasket, Chair
Dan Smith, Vice-Chair
F. Anne Drozd FCA, Treasurer
Katherine Gordon, Secretary
Peter Heap PhD
Russell T. Mark CA
Lynda Price

Mission Statement
Culture and Language: A Race Against Time to Avoid Extinction
A strong culture and language are fundamental to a strong identity. They are vital
for the promotion of tolerance, understanding and good relations. They support the
dignity and aspirations of peoples and individuals. For the First Peoples of British
Columbia, language is the foundation for oral stories to relay their history and the
traditional laws and practices that are written on the hearts of their children.
For all these reasons and more, promotion and preservation of the rich and diverse
languages of the First Peoples of British Columbia, and the heritage and culture they
represent, are important to all Canadians. But the numbers of speakers is diminishing yearly,
and many First Peoples’ languages in British Columbia are at risk of extinction.
We are engaged in a race against time to ensure those languages form a vibrant, living part of
British Columbia’s future. The primary mission of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is
to increase public awareness of this challenge and to raise resources to support First Peoples’
languages, heritage and culture: before it’s too late.

Funding Programs
FirstVoices
The Foundation’s flagship program, FirstVoices, is an internationally recognized
online language archive and language-learning tool. It allows language
communities to develop and manage their own language and culture archives and
resources. FirstVoices is administered by the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language
and Culture Council.
FirstVoices currently has 41 B.C. First Nations language archives in various stages of
development on its site. FirstVoices also houses 22 language archives for languages outside
the province of B.C.
With the support of the Department of Canadian Heritage, FirstVoices developed and
launched the FirstVoices Language Tutor in the past fiscal year. The Language Tutor web
application enables communities to build language lessons using their existing FirstVoices
language archive or start from scratch.
The Language Tutor allows students to record and listen to themselves speak the language
and compare it to their teacher’s voice. Students and teachers can also track their progress
online.
The FirstVoices Language Tutor was a finalist for the Viatec “Product of the Year” award.
With support from the New Relationship Trust, 11 First Nations communities developed the
first online language lessons for the Language Tutor. The Language Tutor and the successful
lesson models developed by these 11 communities will be available to all FirstVoices
communities in 2010/11.

FirstVoices Grant Recipients 2009/10
Tsilquot’in (Nemiah Valley)

$10,454.96

Ktunaxa (Cranbrook)

$13,629.60

Halq’emeylem (Chilliwack)

$12,151.76

Sliammon (Sliammon)

$13,426.28

Nakazd’li Dakelth (Fort. St. James)

$14,079.02

SENĆOŦEN (Saanich)

$12,760.07

Nuchahtlaht (Zebbalos)

$9,457.82

Nuxalk (Bella Coola)

$15,139.87

Kwak’wala (Alert Bay)

$10,598.17

nłeʔkepmxcin (Merritt)

$10,411.12

Nuu-chah-nulth (Ahousat)

$11,490.42

Secwepmectsin (Enderby)

$12,608.60

Nisga’a (New Aiyansh)

$3,792.34
TOTAL

$150,000.00

Trust Fund Initiatives
The Foundation administers funds in trust. Our current trust includes the Early
Childhood Development Fund.
The Ministry of Children and Family Development contributed $2,000,000 to the
Foundation to establish an Early Childhood Development Language Resources
Fund, $100,000 of which went to language immersion projects this year and $57,000 of
which went to three language nests —the Chief Atahm School, Glilas Waglisla Daycare
(Heiltsuk) and Nunwakola Cultural Society.
A total of $300,000 is being committed over three years to provide language nests or
immersion environments to help pre-school children and their parents become fluent in
their traditional languages. This is the third year of that commitment.
The language nest program is also funded by the Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and
Reconciliation and the New Relationship Trust.

Foundation Investment Policy
The Foundation has engaged Phillips Hagar North as its investment advisor, which has
reported to the Board that the Foundation’s investments are currently being held in secure
funds. The funds have generated interest income during the past fiscal year and have not
been subject to the impacts of the recent worldwide investment downturn.

