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Community needs 
in higher education

Indigenous communities need a wide 
range of educational pathways to 

acquire the diversity of knowledge and 
skills needed to reclaim and 

revitalize their languages.



o Language learning programs

o Teacher training programs

o Other knowledge and
skill-building programs

Community needs 
in higher educa9on



o Support Indigenous language learning through
language courses, and in particular language
immersion programs.

o Support the development of accredited language
teachers who are specialized in Indigenous language
immersion pedagogy.

o Provide education in areas that are needed for
language revitalization to succeed such as:
Ø linguistics, curriculum development, project

management, information technology, counselling,
and youth leadership.

How post-secondary institutions can 

support Indigenous language learning



Current landscape for higher 
education in British Columbia

• B.C. is home to 34 First
Nations Languages.

• 204 First Nations, each has
a unique cultural heritage.



Current landscape for higher education
in British Columbia

Universities have collaborated with First Nations communities to develop 
language learning and revitalization programs:

• Programs in numerous different languages have been offered.

• They are often structured to minimize students’ time away from their home
communities, and with admission requirements that recognize students’
lived experiences.

• Although this is a good start, there is still a long way to go to meet the
needs of the 34 diverse First Nations languages.



Language Immersion School 
Stopgap Solutions

• They hire certified teachers – but these
teachers often lack specialized immersion
training and have limited proficiency in
their languages.

• Or they hire proficient speakers who are
tasked into teaching or mentorship roles
without proper training or certification.

• Neither solution is ideal.



These educators are doing 
amazing work! 

Ø … But they have not had the
opportunity to acquire the training and
education that they need.

Ø We need new solutions for the next
generations of teachers.

Ø We need specialized degree programs
for Indigenous language immersion
educators.



Challenges meeting 
community needs

Geography

Systemic 
Racism

Funding
There are systemic barriers that 

have prevented Indigenous 
people from accessing the 

higher education they need, 
and many of these 

barriers persist today. Eurocentrism



These many barriers are not 
impossible to overcome.

But it will take a concerted and thoughtful 
effort by Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
higher education professionals.



“Our language isn’t just the
spoken word, it is what connects

us to our land, it connects us 
to our families."

SI,OLTENOT Bartleman, SENĆOŦEN Immersion Teacher, 
ȽÁU WELṈEW̱ TRIBAL SCHOOL

Decline of Languages is a Global Crisis 
One of the primary goals of this conference is to understand higher education’s role 
in responding to diverse forms of crises facing humanity and our planet.

Indigenous inclusion in education is critical, and a future in which Indigenous 
languages are thriving is a better future for all of us.



ȽÁU, WELṈEW̱ TRIBAL SCHOOL, W̱ JOȽEȽP (Brentwood Bay, B.C.) at the opening of HELISET TŦE SḰÁL ‘Let the 
Languages Live’ – 2019 International Conference on Indigenous Languages (Victoria, B.C.), co-hosted by the First 
Peoples’ Cultural Council and the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation in partnership with Canadian Commission for 

UNESCO



THANK YOU!
Wuujǫ aasanalááʔ • Kukwstsétsemc • Sunachailya • ģGiáxsiþa
• înanâskomitinân • ƛekoo ƛekoo • Hamii ya’a • HÍSW̱ ḴE
•ʼuálazkʷítl • Huy ch q’u • Stutwiniitscw • Huy chexw a •
T’oyaxsut nüün • kʷukʷstéyp • Hunaqnaqniini • ʔulnumsh •
Limləmt • Kwänäschis • Mussi cho • Kúkwstum̓ ckacw • ilakas’la
•Gùnèłchīsh• Sogasénláʼ• T’ooyaḵsiy ̓ n̓iin• Kukwstumúlhkacw
•č̓ ɛč̓ ɛhaθɛč • Sechanalyagh • Haawa • Sne kal yëgh • marsi •
kinanâskomitin • nitsíniiyi’taki • wela’lioq • miigwech • nia:wen
•ᖁᔭᓇᐃᓐᓂ • philámayaye,a • marsi


