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Letter from the Chair of the Board
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am pleased to present the First Peoples’
Cultural Foundation’s Annual Report for the fiscal year of 2008/09. This report
highlights our work in support of the preservation and community-based
revitalization of First Nations arts, languages and cultures in British Columbia.
The focus of the First Peoples’ Culture Foundation (the Foundation) was internal this year.
We are in the process of recruiting a new Board of Directors, executive director and
fundraiser to launch a new fundraising strategy and further develop the organization’s
infrastructure. Once this groundwork is in place, the Foundation will be more capable of
raising funds and partnering with communities and organizations dedicated to First Nations
languages and cultures.
The year was a productive and successful one for the FirstVoices program, which is
administered by our sister organization, the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture
Council (FPHLCC) on our behalf. Five B.C. First Nations language archives were created for
firstvoices.com, the language archiving tool, bringing the total of B.C. First Nations
languages on the site to 41. These archives were strengthened this year through a partnership
with TELUS, which provided the resources and expertise to create 225 short videos of “verbs
in action,” demonstrating 225 words and phrases already in the archives.
The Foundation, along with the New Relationship Trust, FPHLCC and the Ministry of
Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation continued to help fund language nests this year.
Language nests, which are language immersion childcare programs, are proving incredibly
successful at creating new speakers and are vital for the survival of our languages. They must
continue to receive support.
We have a compelling, positive and profound mission. We are in the midst of building our
organization to greater heights than before and will soon be able to offer increased support to
community-driven language and culture projects.
We look forward to our continued growth, new partnerships and the continuation of our
work to celebrate Aboriginal languages, arts and cultures.
Sincerely,
Pauline Terbasket
Chair of the Board

About the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is a non-profit society established in 2000 to
preserve British Columbia’s 32 First Nations languages and 59 dialects, as well as
the cultural and artistic practices that are unique to B.C.
Originally created to enable the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council (our
sister organization) to access potential funding sources only open to non-profit societies,
recent amendments to its constitution have broadened the scope of the Foundation so that it
can more effectively fundraise and partner with other organizations dedicated to Aboriginal
culture and languages.
This is the current situation for Indigenous languages in British Columbia:
•
•
•
•

60% of Canada’s Indigenous languages are found in B.C.
3 languages have no remaining speakers
8 are critically endangered
22 are nearly extinct
Source: 2010 Report on the Status of B.C. First Nations Languages, First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and
Culture Council

There is an urgent need to document Indigenous languages, cultural practices and art forms.
In five to six years, many Elders—the fluent speakers and keepers of these practices—will be
gone. However, young people are eager to learn and need help to preserve their culture.

Purpose of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
The Foundation solicits charitable donations to:
•
•
•
•

Preserve and enhance Aboriginal heritage, language, arts and culture
Increase understanding and sharing of Aboriginal knowledge
Educate the public regarding the culture, heritage and languages of the First Nations of
British Columbia
Heighten the appreciation and acceptance of the wealth of Aboriginal cultural diversity

Key Partners
•
•
•
•

The First Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Culture Council – provides administrative
services and office space for the Foundation
New Relationship Trust
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation
Ministry of Children and Family Development

Governance of the First Peoples’ Cultural
Foundation
The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation is governed by a four-member Board of
Directors. The Foundation is a transparent, accountable and results-based
organization. Annual audited statements are available to the public.
The Board members for fiscal 08/09 were:
•
•
•
•

Pauline Terbasket, Chair
Dan Smith, Vice-Chair
Tyrone McNeil
Tracey Herbert (Tracey Herbert served as the Executive Director in 2008/09)

Funding Programs
FirstVoices
The Foundation’s flagship program, FirstVoices, is an internationally recognized
online language archive and language-learning tool. It allows language
communities to develop and manage their own language and culture archives and
resources. FirstVoices is administered by the First Peoples’ Heritage, Language
and Culture Council, the Foundation’s sister organization.
FirstVoices currently has 41 B.C. First Nations language archives in various stages of
development, including five new archives added this year. FirstVoices also houses 22
language archives for languages outside the province of B.C.
Languages new to FirstVoices this year are Kwadacha, Nadleh Whut’en, Nuxalk, Nak’azdli
and Yekooche.
This year, FirstVoices partnered with TELUS, which generously provided resources,
expertise and internships to First Nations youth (valued at $70,000) to develop 225 video
clips of “verbs in action” that were added to the FirstVoices video library in the fall. These
clips are available to any language archive to better demonstrate a word or phrase.
FirstVoices also implemented the use of the Belkin GoStudio iPod-based portable recording
equipment to provide FirstVoices community-based language archivists with the ability to
crisply record speakers in any quiet environment.

Pre-school Language Nests
Pre-school Language Nests are nurturing childcare environments designed to
create fluency in young children through language immersion. The children learn
and play under the supervision of teachers and fluent Elders who ensure that only
the ancestral language is spoken. Parents are involved in the language nests as
well, which strengthens the use of the language in the home.
The program’s success is built on the principles that young children learn languages faster
than any other age group and that immersion is the most effective way to create fluent
speakers. The goal of the project is to create a new generation of fluent speakers.

Trust Fund Initiatives
Empowering Relationships Fund
The Empowering Relationships Fund is a $500,000 provincial government fund
used to support First Nations communities in northern B.C. in connecting with their
children in government care through culture and language.
The Foundation, in consultation with child welfare experts, developed program criteria and
the application process. A peer review committee of child welfare experts reviewed
submissions and made funding decisions. The Foundation provided cultural expertise.
The Foundation, through FPHLCC, used the remaining $248,249 of the Empowering
Relationships Fund that had been deferred from 2007/08 to support the following
communities and organizations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Burns Lake Band
Carrier Sekani Family Services
Gitanmaax Band
Gitxsan Child and Family Services
Haida Child and Family Services
Heiltsuk Kasla Child and Family Services
Moricetown Band
Nezul Be Hunuyeh Child and Family Services
Coast Tsimshian Academy of Lax’kw’alaams
Desniqui Service Society
Gitanyow Band Social Development
Old Masset Village Council
Skidegate Band Council
Gitsegukla Band Council
Nisga’a Child and Family Services

Early Childhood Development Fund
The Foundation contributed $100,000 this year to the Pre-school Language Nest
Program administered by FPHLCC through the Early Childhood Development Fund
established by the Ministry of Children and Family Development.
A total of $300,000 was committed over three years to provide language nests or immersion
environments to help pre-school children and their parents become fluent in their traditional
languages. This is the second year of that commitment.
The language nest program is also funded by the Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and
Reconciliation and the New Relationship Trust.
Funding from the Early Childhood Development Fund was used to support language nests in
the Chemainus First Nation, Lower Nicola Indian Band and Heiltsuk Nation.

